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Summary

ilelslt:?lvfor:ﬂ::r.l%& t%le German naval officer Horst von Pflugk-Harttung was ar-
i plonage in Qopenhagen and sentenced to 18 months imprisonment

Slf sequ.ent expulsion. Pﬂugk-Harttung’s comprehensive military espionage
f)f for.elgn ships from Danish soil had been compromised by British and Danish
mtelhger'lce services during summer 1938. The revelation came as a shock for
t'he D.amsh government who thought that they had cooperated with a journa-
lls't with close ties to the German Embassy and the Reich Chancellery and not
with a spy misusing Danish friendship and confidentiality. It was publicly known
that Pflugk-Harttung had been convicted in Sweden for weapon smuggling and
also that the young Pflugk-Harttung in 1919 headed a right wing militia and
personally had murdered the German communist leader Karl Liebknecht. Ne-
vertheless, Danish ministers welcomed Pflugk-Harttung in 1932 as counsellor in
Danish-German diplomacy. If a new war broke out, Pflugh-Harttung - so was the
Danish calculation - could help the government to repeat the German friendly
diplomacy during the First World War which had spared Denmark for invasion.

The exact identity of Pflugk-Harttung’s employer in Berlin, is unknown. Ar-
chives on German intelligence operations abroad during the 1930%s are scarce
and so is the research literature. As an intelligence officer in Sweden, he had most
probably worked for the “Lohmann network’, an alliance of German industrials,
officers and politicians who wanted to restore a Great Germany after the empire’s
defeat in 1918. In 1932, when Pflugk-Harttung entered Denmark, he seemed to
have acquired a formal position under the new Abwehr Ausland which by the
end of the 1920ies had been upgraded and empowered abroad by navy intelligen-
ce officers like Pflugk-Harttung.

As the Scandinavian governments in Berlin's analysis would probably stay neu-
tral in a coming war, German diplomats and intelligence officers were instructed
to manage that these countries served German strategic interests. In Dem.n.ark
Pflugk-Harttung undertook the role as influencer infiltrating Denmark’s political
and military elite. Besides, he tied up with Gestapo in Hamburg and a few an-
ticommunist Danish police officers to monitor and persecute German commu-

nist refugees. When Pflugk-Harttung’s old friend, naval officer Wilhelm Canaris

became head of Abwehr in 1935, Pflugk-Harttung also set up a naval military

espionage apparatus based on pro-German recruits and positioned along Danish

coasts.
In hindsight, th
being exploited fro

e Danish government was naive and opened the possibil.ities of
m Berlin, It is difficult however, to measure the exact unpfict
of Pflugk-Harttung on Danish foreign policy ma.kers. as Dan.ish f?ecuntﬁ epr;gg}_'
during the 1930ies basically consisted in a constant diplomatic effort to
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entailed. One of them was to leave still more military
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